Information from Matt Herman from Republic 

We would like to share some information in advance of the meeting and can answer any questions you may have, leading up to the meeting.
 
Is the material getting recycled? Residents can be confident that the recyclable material they place in their curbside container is being recycled. Our state of the art recycling center is designed and operated to optimize the capture of recyclable materials that are then sold into various commodity markets. While there has been a lot of national news coverage about recycling ending up in the landfill, that just isn’t the case in Minnesota. State law requires all recycle centers to capture and market at least 85% of the material that is delivered to the facility. In addition to this regulation the economics of recycling versus disposal also pushes materials to be recycled instead of landfilled. While we continue to see low commodity values we are still selling most material into recycling markets. We do have to pay a vendor to further process glass for recycling, but even in this case paying to get the material into a recycling market is far cheaper than paying for MSW disposal at a landfill or waste to energy facility.
 
County funding and ordinance change- We understand the township’s concern regarding Wright county’s decision to no longer distribute SCORE grant funds to the township. I have been actively working with the County and other townships on this issue. At one point the County was considering an ordinance amendment that would require all trash haulers to provide recycling service to their customers and charge customers for the recycling service whether they chose to use it or not. This regulatory requirement would result in every trash hauler having to run a recycle truck on nearly every street in every township, increasing truck traffic and drastically increasing the cost of curbside recycling for all residents. We feel strongly that sticking with a single contracted recycling provider is the most efficient and cost effective way to deliver recycling services. If the County were to move forward with the ordinance change discussed above, it is not clear if the township would have the ability to end curbside recycling in favor of a remote drop off site. As the ordinance was drafted, all parcels in the township with trash service would have to pay for recycling service. Recycle service can not be an added service to a parcels’ trash service.  I have attached the MN State Statute which addresses this.
I have a snip it below outlining that section of Statute 115A.93

 
Recycling cost increases- We understand that recycling costs have increased and are continuing to increase. Several years of record high inflation and an impact on the costs in our industry. Labor rates and equipment costs continue to be two important factors that continue to drive up costs. Additionally, we are seeing persistently low commodity prices for the materials collected in curbside recycling programs. This does not mean that recycling is a bad decision, it simply means that it costs more than it used to. Recycling is still the right decision to make; recycling preserves resources, reduces emissions, and supports green jobs in a circular economy, it just costs more than it used to.
 
EPR Legislation will lower costs in the future- A new state law will help cover the cost of the recycling program starting in 2029. The 2024 legislature passed an Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Law that will require producers of packaging material to pay for part of the cost of the recycling collection and processing system. Implementation of this new law is underway and there are many steps to complete. The law requires the producers (manufacturers) to pay 50% of the recycling cost system by 2029 and 90% of the costs by 2031.
 
Expected recycling costs in 2025 and beyond- Our team is currently working to finalize pricing for a renewal of our recycling contract before it expires in April of next year. At this point we do not have final pricing approved but hope to make that available as soon as possible. I expect to be able to give a range of increase by the end of the week.
 

