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Regular Monthly Meeting





The regular monthly meeting was called to order by chairman, Gene Janikula, at 7 p.m. on Monday, July 11, 2022, at the Woodland Township Hall.  Members present were Janikula, Dan Domjahn, Barry Pawelk, Paula LaVigne and Barb McBrady Janikula.   Absent:   Gloria Janikula

Motion to approve the agenda with the no additions was made by Dan Domjahn and seconded by Barry Pawelk.  Motion Carried Unanimously (MCU).


Minutes were approved on a motion made by Barry Pawelk and seconded by Dan Domjahn.  MCU.

Treasurer’s Report 


LaVigne reported that $234,839.32 was received during month of June.   This amount included $63,656.90 received from the American Rescue Plan (ARPA) and $234,483.18 from semi-annual tax from County.   Approximate ending fund balance as of June 30, 2022, was $545,484.29.  Motion made and Seconded (MMS) by Dam Domjahn and Barry Pawlk  to approve treasurer’s report.  MCU.

Claims


Claims in the amount of $144,968.52 were presented to Board.   MMS by Dan Domjahn and                                  
Barry Pawek to approve claims (copy of claims attached).  MCU.

Committee/Meeting Reports/Board Actions - None
Clerk Report:  Barb McBrady Janikula reported the following:
- Domjahn had been informed by a Howard Lake fire board member that they are proposing a smaller area for the Howard Lake ambulance because of staffing.   Proposal that affects Woodland is anything east of Gowan or south of Hwy 12 will be handled by Ridgeview.

-Earlier in the year Howard Lake city administrator had questioned the amount of fire units.  He noted that the County had stated there were 19.   Clerk obtained the printout from the County and found that 14 is the amount of special assessments to Howard Lake Fire.  14 corresponds exactly to figure township is using.   Howard Lake fire was paid for 14 units.
- No attempt has been made by Holker to pay annexation fees.

· Effective July 1, 2022, the Federal milage re-imbursement increased from $.585 to $.625

· Been informed by MATIT ( MN township insurance) that effective July 1 they will change the 
way claims, etc will be handled.   They will have a new website and everything will be done thru the website and townships will be required to use website to report claims, reports and workmens comp etc.   (clerk note: It is a sign of the times, but I will miss being able to talk to someone especially in a case of a claim which does not happen on a regular basis)
· Received a letter from County Assessor and Cheryl Foster reported that the Mn Dept of Revenue State informed the County that some properties did not meet the minimum requirements for ratio purposes.   The valuation of properties classified as Agricultural and Rural Vacant Land over 34.5 acres will receive a 5 % increase over what was mailed to property owners earlier this spring.  The changes will be reflected on the 2023 Truth in Taxation notifications that are sent in November which are not appealable.   
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Clerk report continued:

· Received an e-mail request of “if a permit is needed from the township to bale hay along one of the gravel roads near my house that you guys cut down”.   Replied that would need permission from the landowners and no raking or windrows allowed on road surface.
MMS by Dan Domjahn and Barry Pawelk to approve the Clerk’s report.  MCU.
American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA


Township received the second and final payment in the amount of $63,656.90.

Permit Approval Form – Arvig Enterprises


After several phone calls with a representative from Arvig asking for a permit to be able to dig in fiber optics and Woodland’s clerk saying Woodland does not have a formal permit process just want area that digging occurs to be left as was.   (Clerk has spoken to two people who work in this field but are not part of Arvig who told clerk that this is a common practice to dig in a ‘transport’ line that may not help Woodland directly but may in the future allow the possibility of other companies to hook on or buy space on this transport line).  Representative from Arvig asked if clerk would sign form stating “This authorizes Arvig Enterprises Inc to construct fiber in the right of way as depicted on the attached plans and restore the area to the same as prior to construction.”   Clerk stated she would need township board approval.
Board approved clerk to sign form.   Hilgers has been given the name of the contractor who will be doing the digging. Motion made to approve the Arvig Enterprises Permit with the addition of,  “ Arvig Enterprises will be responsible for all cost related to digging and returning property to original conditions.”  MMS by Dan Domjahn and Barry Pawelk to approve the permit with the additional wording.   MCU.
Fire Protection Levy


Leah Myhro from the taxation department at Wright County sent an e-mail to township suggesting that “instead of collecting fire funds thru special assessments, you would instead add a Fire Protection fund to your annual levy.    There are  several Wright County townships that already do this, so the resources are available to help you navigate through this change if you wish.”  She suggested that we could just add to our levy at a regular monthly meeting before Sept 30    “Benefits of collecting through a levied fund 1- Charges would be spread amongst all properties in your township and would be spread/calculated on parcels based on their tax capacity.”   Summarizing the other benefits listed would be less time spent on figuring the parcels and that township would avoid paying special assessment fees which will start in 2023.  Parcel fee is $1.75 plus $.40 per parcel per year assessed.   Based on 900 parcels (Woodland does not quite have 900 parcels)  cost would be $1,935 per year.  

Clerk noted that it would be unlikely board would add to levy this year.  Also asked for the top 15 parcels with the highest tax capacity and how many townships are using special assessments vs levied.

Item continued until next monthly meeting.

Approval of additional election judge


Board approved Sue Beulke to be an election judge if completes necessary training.

Employee Report:  Jeff Hilgers reported:

· Bjorklund finished hauling gravel on July 8.  5,612 yards of gravel have been placed on roads (2,970 yards placed by Bjorklund.  Took 4 ½ days – had rookies this year and they did a great job
· Grader Tires – plan to replace late fall
· Trucks – replaced bearing and seal on Blue Mack.  Mark looked at rear seal on White Mack – plan to replace those in fall
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Employee report continued: 

· Wild Parsnip spraying- everything has been spot sprayed
· Boom mower rental:  rent rotary brush cutter.  $3200 for 40 hours.  Se up for the week of Sept 19th.  MMS by Dan Domjahn and Barry Pawelk.  MCU.
· Need to get scraper back for Scott Salonek

· Will decide on lights in shop and meeting room next month

· Swartzer to pump septic next week

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.  MMS by Dan Domjahn and Barry Pawelk.   
